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Connecting Communities

Wildlife expert Ron Magill receives University of Florida alumnus award
FIU awarded NEH grant to highlight

BY CAYLA ROMANQ

niversity of Florida alum-

nus Ron Magill was recog-

nized with the

Distinguished Alumnus

Award at the College of
Agricultural and Life Sciences Student Recog-
nition Ceremony on May 1.

The award is given to individuals for excep-
tional achievements in a chosen profession, for
demonsirated leadership and for the other exem-
plary accomplishments that merit the special
recognition of the university. Nominees must be
persons whose distinctive accomplishments
merit the special recognition of the university.
Magill has spent most of his career changing the
face of wildlife conservation. Known by others
as the “Zoo Man,” Magill has been working at
Zoo Miami for 39 years and counting, but he
also is a world-renowned wildlife photographer
who has brought wildlife conservation efforts
into focus for thousands of people.

“On a trip to Panama, he was able to see for
the first time a live harpy eagle, his favorite an-
imal,” said Elaine Turner, dean of the College
of Agriculural and Life Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Florida. *But the conditions of its habitat
in captivity were so poor, he felt compelled to
waork for change.”

Magill raised money for this giant bird by
meeting with the mayor of Panama City and
creating the Harpy Eagle Project. His dedica-
tion to the native wildlife of Panama later
earned him the key to Panama City on two sep-
arate occasions. He also spearheaded a cam-
paign that designated the harpy eagle the
national bird of Panama.

A five-time Emmy Award winner, Magill
also has worked on numerous nature documen-
taries, including Amazon and Beyond, Dreams
of Alaska and Afligator Love. As a producer, co-
producer or photographer for these documen-
taries, Magill has been able to show the world
the importance of wildlife conservation in a
multitude of ecosystems on our planet.

According to Erc Hellgren, professor and
chair of the wildlife ecology and conservation
department at UF, Magill’s time at UF was the
springboard to his impactfill career.

Magill’s efforts in conservation help wildlife
across the globe, but he also does his best to do

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA ALUMNUS RON MAGILLIS
RECOGNIZED WITH THE DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS
AWARD.

right by people. He created the Ron Magill
Conservation Scholarship, a $5,000 annual
scholarship given to a wildlife ecology and con-
servation graduate student studying wildlife
species in Central or South America.

In addition, Magill is a steadfast supporter of
the University of Florida, often aiding the work
conducted at the Fort Lauderdale Research and
Education Center and recently serving as emcee
for the Tropical Research and Education Cen-
ter’s *One Night in the Tropics™ event.

As Kartick Satyanarayan, co-founder and
chief executive of Wildlife SOS India, said,
“Ron Magill is the consummate ambassador for
all of us who care so deeply about our natural
world and the desperate need to protect it. He is
a true wildlife hero.™

history of Miami’s Black residents

TO MIAMI'S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

he National Endowment for

the Humanities (NEH) has

awarded the FIU Libraries a

grant to create best practices

for working with data and
documents from marginalized communities,
with the goal of providing access to the history
of Black Miami.

The planning grant, Enhancing Access and
Research Possibilities through Critical Engage-
ment with Historical Data, is part of the Hu-
manities Collections and Reference Resources
Program of the NEH.

The grant will help provide enhanced access
to the papers of Dana A. Dorsey, a successful
businessman known as Miami's first Black
millionaire. At the project’s conclusion, imple-
mented data collection methodologies and ac-
cess strategies will be analyzed and shared
through a white paper to help establish best
practices in the field. The paper will include
plans for potential partnerships and will iden-
tify additional resources, collections, organi-
zations, and individuals to help expand the
work.

“This is the most important research in
Miami Black history in decades and is our first
deep dive into the building of Black wealth in
Miami,” said Marvin Dunn, professor emerins
and author.

Dunn donated the Dana A. Dorsey Pa-
pers to the Special Collections and Univer-
sity Archives at FIU in 1999. They consist
of warranty deeds, mortgages, legal docu-
ments and correspondence, which detail the
properties and locations of what were newly
created Miami subdivisions from around
1900 through 1940. These documents hold
significant research and educational value
as they frame the growth of the then-highly
segregated Miami metropolitan region.

« s
if
PART OF THE DANA A. DORSEY COLLECTION AT

FIU'S SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND UNIVERSITY
ARCHIVES, DIGITIZED BY FIU LIBRARIES.

“This grant from NEH recognizes the com-
mitment of FIU Libraries to build and enhance
our collections in an inclusive manner,” said
Anne Prestamo, dean of FIU Libraries. “By
creating resources that fully tell the stories of
those who faced racism, legal restrictions, and
otherbarriers to success, we hope to empower
others to engage in new data-driven research.”

The FIU Libraries, in partnership with
FIU's Department of History, will produce
data resources derived from the Dorsey pa-
pers to help with historical analysis and map-
ping of marginalized communities. The
collection will include searchable transcripts,
tabular historical data derived from the pa-
pers and maps that will be available online
through FIU's digital library.
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NAMI Miami-Dade to host second annual
Mental Health Awareness Walk, May 21

.
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PARTICIPANTS GET READY FOR THE NAMI MIAMI-DADE MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WALK. |

BY ANNETTE GALLAGHER

In honor of Mental Health Awareness
month in May, the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) Miami is hosting
Miami-Dade County’s first in-person Walk
for Mental Health Awareness,
“NAMIWalks Your Way 2022, on May
21, from 9 am. to 4 p.m., at Maurice A.
Ferre Park (Muscum Park).

The event raises awareness and crucial
funding for local mental health services
and has sponsorship and walk tcam
opportunitics available for those interested
in participating.

The walk is designed to combat the
stigma of mental health, address the high
incidence of suicide due to untreated
mental health disorders and raise funds for
NAMI Miami’s free programs such as
SUpport groups, peer Mentoring programs,
outrcach and educational classes. Despite
the many challenges of the past two years,
NAMI Miami aided more than 8,000
students, young adults, adults, families and
local leaders with its prevention, education,
mental wellness and support programs.
These programs are offered at no cost to
participants, led by NAMI trained peer-
leaders and remain confidental.

“Psychological distress from the past
two years has really increased the demand
for mental health services in  our

community,” said Susan Racher, NAMI

Miami board president. “Our goal is to
provide mental health for all and we can
begin to achieve that with such supportive
pariners in our inaugural Walk including
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino,
Hollywood., FL, Segal Trials, Baptist
Health South Florida, Citrus Health,
Miami-Dade County Public Schools, and
many more including community partners,
volunteers and friends.”™

According to the CDC, in 2020, an
estimated 12.2 million American adults
seriously thought about suicide, 3.2 million
planned a suicide attempt, and 1.2 million
attempted suicide. The psychological and
financial effects of the past two vears add
urgency to NAMI’s outreach efforts.
NAMI Miami-Dade’s free programs
augment clinical and therapeutic care
according to evidence informed standards.

Sponsorship benefits are available for
this historic inaugural event and range
from 5250 to $15.000. Sponsors will have
the opportunity to join other organizations,
corporations, foundations and individuals
on a national level while supporting the
effort to increase awareness of mental
health challenges during one of the most
arduous years in history.

For more information, registration and/or
donations, visit NAMIWalks.org/Miami:
send email to  Kate Edelson at
Kate@NAMIMiamiorg or call 305-665-
2540 or (cell) 786-775-0667.

Leadership Miami program to help
prepare next generation of leaders

BY MARITZA ARCED

The Greater Miami Chamber of Com-
merce (GMCC) has announced that is has
augmented its Leadership Miami program
offering participants the opportunity to
share an intensive learning experience that
focuses on community issues and leader-
ship skills through lectures, seminars,
small group discussions, and renowned
leadership curriculum imparted by six
local universities.

Application is now open for anyone in-
terested in the GMCC Leadership Miami
program. Deadline to apply is May 20.

The Leadership Miami program will
provide a curriculum delivered by top
scholars from South Florida’s leading ed-
ucational institutions: Barry University,
Florida International University, Florida
Memorial University, Miami Dade Col-
lege, St. Thomas University, and the Uni-
versity of Miami.

The program will run twice a year with
a smaller class size to facilitate a more in-
timate learning experience and encourage
a stronger network among the class. Lead-
ership Miami graduates will gain leader-
ship credentials through this unique higher
education partnership.

“We are excited to be offering this lead-
ership training program that will help lead-
ers gain a better understanding of key
issues relevant to the South Florida region,™
said Alfred Sanchez, president and CEO of
the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce.
“With our new and expanded program, par-
ticipants will build and improve on their
current leadership skills and help their com-
panies and the community thrive.”

With more than 4,000 accomplished

alumni and over 200 local nonprofits im-
pacted, Leadership Miami is the premier
community leadership training program in
South Florida. The fall program is being
chaired by Jen Bouza, vice president, Bank
of America, and Brandon Mitchell, vice
president, Venture for America.

The program’s new dynamic format
stimulates animated and critical discus-
sions among participants and guest speak-
ers. Its goal is to prepare the next
generation of Miamians to address vital is-
sues affecting Miami-Dade County and
meet future challenges. Throughout the
Leadership Miami program, curriculum
designed and imparted by faculty from the
six universities and the program’s focus
sessions, participants will build leadership
skills needed in today’s fast changing busi-
ness climate and encourage further explo-
ration and action related o specific
community issues.

The Community Service Projectis a fun-
damental part of the Leadership Miami
curriculum and a requirement for comple-
tion of the program. Through the selected
nonprofit project, team members will de-
velop team building, leadership skills, and
a shared unique experience.

In addition, all participants will be re-
quired to complete fieldwork assignments
to graduate. The program’s primary lead-
ership curriculum will be taught by faculty
from the six universities, in-person or on-
line format. The GMCC Leadership Miami
program is open to everyone, and program
fee is 52,650, For more information and to
enroll in the GMCC Leadership Miami
program visit online at www.miamicham-
ber.com/committees/leadership-
programs/leadership-miami.
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